The missing link: chemokine receptors and tissue matrix breakdown in COPD.
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) is a pulmonary inflammatory disease that is caused by cigarette smoke. The main characteristic of COPD is the continued inflammation caused by the sustained influx of macrophages and neutrophils into the lung. Recent studies have shed light on how these cells are attracted during acute and chronic inflammation of the lung. The factors involved might be both a biomarker and a therapeutic target in COPD.